
 

FORT LEE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
FORT LEE, NEW JERSEY 

 
MINUTES 

 
 

PUBLIC BUSINESS MEETING 
February 4, 2019 

SCHOOL NO. 2 – ALL PURPOSE ROOM 
6:03 P.M. 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER BY THE PRESIDENT 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:03 p.m. by Mrs. Han Silver. 
 
FLAG SALUTE 
 
The Flag Salute was led by Ms. Colbath. 
 
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 
The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to ensure the right of the public to have 
advance notice and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business affecting their 
interests is discussed or acted upon.  In accordance with the provisions of the Act, the Fort Lee 
Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be published on January 16, 2019 and 
posted in the entrance hall of the Board Office, 2175 Lemoine Avenue; published in the Board’s 
designated online media outlet/newspaper: The Record and the Gold Coast Life; filed with the 
Clerk of the Borough of Fort Lee; and mailed to all persons, if any, who have requested said 
notice. Please be advised that this meeting is being taped and will be broadcasted on local TV 
and the district’s website at a future date.   
 
ROLL CALL 
   
      Present: Ms. Elisa Cho, Ms. Paula K. Colbath, Mr. Ralph DiMeglio, Mrs. Holly Morell, 

Mrs. Kristen Richter, Mrs. Candace Romba, Mr. Michael Rubino, Mrs. 
Lauran Tuck, Mrs. Esther Han Silver 

 
      Also Present: Mr. Kenneth Rota, Ms. Haqquisha Q. Taylor, Dr. Sharon Amato, Ms. 

Kathleen Nestor, Attorney  
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
MOTION by Ms. Cho, seconded by Mr. Rubino, at 6:05 p.m., to move into Executive Session. 
 
MOTION carried unanimously upon voice vote, 9-0. 
 
The Board reconvened into the Public Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 
Mr. Rota reported that there was one (1) investigation.  One (1) was unfounded. 
 
Mr. Rota shared that the Board was presented with the School Safety Data System (SSDS 
Report) for the 1st period (July 1st to the end of 2018). 
 
Mr. Rota had the pleasure of introducing Principal Brennan. 
 
Mr. Brennan introduced a select choir of young ladies who performed two (2) selections.  These 
young ladies had to try out and practice after school with the Music teacher, Ms. McMahon.  
They performed in the Winter Concert and did an awesome job. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Ms. Colbath thanked Mr. Rota and the school Board for approving the National School Boards 
Association Convention in Washington.  Ms. Colbath highly recommends other members on 
going next year.  It was an opportunity to meet other State representatives in Washington.  Ms. 
Colbath said it was really well done.   
 
PUBLIC WORK SESSION 
 
Mrs. Tuck questioned item #1POL.  Will a student still be able to eat, if money is brought in on 
that day?  Mr. Rota replied yes. 
 
HEARING OF CITIZENS - QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC ON ITEMS 
LISTED ON TONIGHT’S AGENDA AND ANY OTHER TOPIC OF CONCERN 
 
MOTION by Ms. Colbath, seconded by Mr. Rubino, to open the floor to the public, 7:45 p.m. 
  
MOTION carried unanimously upon voice vote, 9-0. 
 
Sing Chen, parent, expressed discontent on the preschool bussing matter.  He inquired about 
funding for the special education students and funding for transportation?  He asked how parents 
can assist. 
 
Lilian De Windt, parent, expressed discontent on the preschool bussing matter. 
 
Julia Chen, student from the Middle School, asked how her father can follow up on the questions 
that are being asked. 
 
Tyrene Gibson, parent, expressed disappointment and dissatisfaction with how things have 
transpired with her daughter. 
 
Elina Guzman, parent, asked about the handling of the website 
 
Board Members, the Superintendent, and/or the Business Administrator responded to each 
speaker. 
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MOTION by Mrs. Romba, seconded by Mrs. Tuck, to close the floor to the public, 8:08 p.m. 
 
MOTION carried unanimously upon voice vote, 9-0. 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 

BOARD 
1B THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, approves the 

following minutes: 
 
 Reorganization Meeting              January 7, 2019 
            Public Business Meeting Minutes  January 22, 2019 
 Private Executive Meeting Minutes  January 22, 2019 

2B WHEREAS, the Fort Lee Board of Education has received the Superintendent’s report of 
incident(s) of Harassment/Intimidation/Bullying (“HIB”) within the District; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Board has had the opportunity to review the Superintendent’s 
recommendations with respect to the incident(s) of HIB. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board accepts the Superintendent’s 
recommendations. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:37-15(d), the Superintendent of 
Schools shall inform the applicable parents/guardians of the students involved in these 
incidents with the following information within five school (5) days of this Board meeting: 

 
1. The nature of the investigation; 
2. Whether the District found evidence of HIB; 
3. Whether discipline was imposed; 
4. Whether services were provided to address the incident of HIB. 

 
MOTION by Mrs. Romba, seconded by Mrs. Tuck, that the Fort Lee Board of Education 
approves items #1B through #2B. 
 
MOTION carried unanimously upon roll call vote, 9-0 with exception.  Mrs. Morell abstained 
on #1B from January 22, 2019. 
 

CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION 
 
1CUR THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, upon 

recommendation of the Superintendent, approves class trips listed in the attached summary.  
See Appendix Page 8 
 

2CUR THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, upon 
recommendation of the Superintendent, approves the 2019-2020 District Calendar, as per 
the attached.  See Appendix Page 9 
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3CUR THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, upon 
recommendation of the Superintendent, approves the following additional out-of-district 
placements for the 2018-2019 school year: 
 

Student Placement Dates Tuition/Costs  
#28080110 Chapel Hill Academy 

31 Chapel Hill Road 
Lincoln Park, NJ 

1/14/19 – 
June 
2019 

Annual tuition cost of $61,020.00, 
prorated to $33,900.00 (100 days 
@ $339.00 per diem).  
Occupational therapy 2x week (1 
individual, 1 group) included in 
tuition. Transportation cost @ 
$115.00 per diem for 100 days 
totaling $11,500.00. 

 
MOTION by Mrs. Morell, seconded by Mrs. Romba, that the Fort Lee Board of Education 
approves items #1CUR through #3CUR. 
 
MOTION carried unanimously upon roll call vote, 9-0. 
 

FINANCE 
 

1F 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, has received and 
accepts the financial reports of the Secretary and Treasurer of School Monies for the 
month ending December 2018 and certifies that the reports indicate that no major account 
or fund is over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 and that sufficient funds are 
available to meet the district's financial obligations for the remainder of the school year.  See 
Appendix Page 37 
 

2F 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, upon 
recommendation of the Superintendent, confirms the line item transfers for the month of 
December 2018.  In order to accomplish the aforesaid purpose, the Business Administrator 
was authorized to transfer the amount of money into and out of the line items set forth on the 
attached schedule.  See Appendix Page 73 
 

3F THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, upon 
recommendation of the Superintendent, approves the payment of the claims on the current 
bills list in the amount of $5,471,478.19 for February 2019 checks.  See Appendix Page 
10  
 

4F THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, upon recommendation of 
the Superintendent, accepts the following donations:  
 

Item Amount/ 
Estimated 

Value 

Donor On Behalf Of 

Monetary $5,000.00 Fort Lee PBA Local 245 To develop/enhance 
the STEAM programs 

at the elementary 
schools districtwide 

TOTAL 
VALUE $5,000.00 
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5F THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, upon 
recommendation of the Superintendent, authorizes the Board President and School Business 
Administrator to execute a Non-Resident Private Tuition-Student Agreement for Student 
#20050229 to attend Fort Lee Public Schools for the 2018-2019 school year. 
 

6F THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, upon 
recommendation of the Superintendent, authorizes the Board President and School Business 
Administrator to execute a Non-Resident Tuition Student Agreement for PS, a non-resident 
student whose parent is employed by the district, to attend Fort Lee High School for the 2019-
2020 school year.  Tuition rate to be determined by the Business Office and according to Board 
policy. 
 
MOTION by Ms. Cho, seconded by Mr. DiMeglio, that the Fort Lee Board of Education 
approves items #1F through #6F.  Ms. Colbath thanked the Fort Lee PBA Local 245 for 
their donation. 
 
MOTION carried unanimously upon roll call vote, 9-0. 
 

PERSONNEL 
 

1P 
 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, upon 
recommendation of the Superintendent, approves the attendance of staff members at the staff 
trips/conferences listed on the attached summary.  See Appendix Page 36 
 

2P THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, upon 
recommendation of the Superintendent, accepts, with regret, the retirement of Bianca 
Stennett, as an Elementary Teacher at School No. 4, after dedicating 21 years of service 
to the district, effective July 1, 2019. 
 

3P THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, upon 
recommendation of the Superintendent, accepts, with regret, the retirement of Georgette 
Manginelli, as an Accounting Coordinator in Central Office, after dedicating 37 years of 
service to the district, effective June 1, 2019. 
 

4P THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, upon 
recommendation of the Superintendent, accepts, with regret, the retirement of Tina Grgas, 
as a Paraprofessional at School No. 1, after dedicating 15 years of service to the district, 
effective July 1, 2019. 
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5P THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, upon 
recommendation of the Superintendent, approves the following appointments for the 2018-
2019 school year, pending verification of employment: 
 

Appointments 

First 
Name 

Last Name Position Loc Position 
Control # 

Annual 
Salary 
Prorated 

Effective 
Date 

Johanna  Loaiza  Part-Time Paraprofessional  
PK Spec Ed 1:1 (.83)  

S2  02-9101-111  Step 
1/Degreed  
$21,019  

2-6-19  

 

6P THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools, the Fort Lee Board of Education hereby approves the following leaves: 
 

LEAVES 

Name Position Loc Type 
New or 

Amended Paid Leave 

Unpaid 
Leave 
with 

benefits 

Unpaid 
Leave No 
Benefits 

Return 
Date 

Margaret Ng PT Clerical S2 Medical Amended 
12/20/18 to 
2/19/19 N/A N/A 2/20/19 

Rachel Ventrella 
Grade 3 
Teacher S4 Maternity Amended 

9/24/18 to 
1/14/19  

1/15/19 to 
4/30/19 N/A 5/1/19 

Ockjoo Baek 
Bilingual 
Teacher S1 FMLA New 

2/20/19 to 
2/21/19 

2/22/19 to 
6/30/19 N/A 9/1/19 
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7P THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, upon 
recommendation of the Superintendent, approves the appointment of leave replacements 
during the 2018-2019 school year, as outlined below: 
 

LEAVE REPLACEMENTS 

Name 
Grade/ 
Subject Loc Salary 

Effective 
Dates 

Reason for 
opening 

Lauren Brickner 
Teacher 
Spec Ed 
Resource 02 

Sub pay for the first 10 
days $100 per day, day 
11-60 $110 per day, 
day 61+ at the daily rate 
equal to a BA, Step 1; 
No Benefits 

Amended 
Work Days: 
02/11/19 to 
06/30/19 

M. Bissonnette 
Medical Leave 

Briana Shuki Grade 3 04 

Sub pay for the first 10 
days $100 per day, day 
11-60 $110 per day, 
day 61+ at the daily rate 
equal to a BA, Step 1; 
No Benefits 

Amended 
Work days: 
9/25/18 to 
5/2/19 
  Rachel Ventrella 

Maternity Leave 
 

8P THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, upon 
recommendation of the Superintendent, approves the appointment of the following 
Substitutes for the 2018-2019 school year: 
 

Substitutes 
Tyler Sanders 
Ivana Tandara 
Megha Bhatia 
Rachel Romanowski 

 

9P THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, upon 
recommendation of the Superintendent, approves the following additional certificated staff 
members to provide Title I tutoring during the 2018-2019 school year at the rate of $45 
per hour, Account #20-231-100-101-00-000. 
 

Title I Tutors 18-19 School Year 

Location Employees Aggregate Total Per Location For All 
Tutors Not to Exceed Budgeted Amount 

School 3 Michelle DeSiervo 
Vasiliki Psiharis 
Anna Zieba 

School #3 - $14,041.50 
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10P THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, upon 
recommendation of the Superintendent, approves the appointment of additional 
Certificated Home Instructors for the 2018-2019 school year, at the hourly rate of 
$45.00 per hour: 
 

Name Subject Area(s) 
Kristie Han ESL - Bilingual Biology - Biology 

 

11P THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, upon 
recommendation of the Superintendent, approves the following Paraprofessionals to assist 
in Morning Supervision, beyond their normal work day, during the 2018-2019 school year, 
at the hourly rate of $30.00 per hour: 
 

Name 
Kathleen Pastena 
Gregg Milgram 

 
MOTION by Mrs. Morell, seconded by Mrs. Richter, that the Fort Lee Board of Education 
approves items #1P through #11P.  Mrs. Morell thanks Ms. Stennett for all her years of 
service to the district. 
 
MOTION carried unanimously upon roll call vote, 9-0. 
 
 
 
 

POLICY 
 
1POL THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Fort Lee Board of Education, upon 

recommendation of the Superintendent, approves the second reading and adoption of the 
following policy update listed below:  Click here for 2019-02-04 #1POL Backup 
 

Policy No. Topic 
P 8550 UNPAID MEAL CHARGES/OUTSTANDING FOOD SERVICE 

CHARGES (M) 
 

MOTION by Ms. Colbath, seconded by Mr. Rubino, that the Fort Lee Board of Education 
approves item #1POL. 
 
MOTION carried unanimously upon roll call vote, 9-0. 
 

 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
NONE 
 
 
 

http://flboe.com/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=22878887
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
NONE 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION by Mrs. Morell, seconded by Ms. Colbath, to adjourn, 8:41 p.m. 
 
MOTION carried unanimously upon voice vote, 9-0. 
 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,  

 
Haqquisha Q. Taylor 
_______________________________________ 
HAQQUISHA Q. TAYLOR 
SCHOOL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR/BOARD SECRETARY 
 
HQT/mo  
02-11-19 


